
MESSAGE
FROM THE RAV
Dear Chevra

Welcome to our minyan. We hope that you had a 
successful week and wish you a spiritually rejuvenating 
Shabbat.

An essential character trait (מדה) to be acquired is that 
of humility. The Mishna in Avoda Zara 20b, upon which 
ישרים  as the very trait that ענוה is based, lists מסילת 
directly precedes the acquiring of הקודש  :רוח
 
זהירות זהירות, בן יאיר: תורה מביאה לידי פנחס רבי אמר מכאן
מביאה לידי נקיות נקיות, לידי מביאה זריזות זריזות, מביאה לידי
חסידות, לידי מביאה טהרה טהרה, לידי מביאה פרישות פרישות,
רוח הקדש, רוח לידי מביאה ענוה ענוה, לידי מביאה חסידות

המתים. תחיית לידי מביאה הקדש

Being given the opportunity to become a leader can 
easily lead to גאוה – pride. In addition, after being in 
a position for a long period of time, we know that we 
become worn down and used to the situation that 
we find ourselves in. This includes rising to spiritual
greatness and therefore the Mishna warns us not to let 
our situation “get to our heads” and fill ourselves with
pride. Rather, we have to maintain humility at all costs.

Our parsha teaches of Aharon’s being commanded to 
light the Menorah and his fulfilling his commandment.
Why do have to be told that Aharon fulfilled the
commandment? Isn’t it obvious that one of the greatest 
people who ever existed obviously would have fulfilled
the commandment of Hashem? To complicate matters 
further, Rashi says: אהרן של  להגיד שבחו  - אהרן  כן   ויעש 

שינה  This is to tell Aharon’s praise in that he didn’t – שלא
change (anything from what he was commanded). 
Is there any reason to think that Aharon would have 
deviated from Hashem’s commandment even in the 
slightest? What is Rashi coming to teach us?

Rabbi Eliezer Chysler brings Rebbi Meir from Premishlan 
who explains that, when Aharon performed the Avoda, 
no external change could be seen on his exterior. Any 
such signs of ecstasy might have been rooted in pride 
(at his exalted position), or at least in others perceiving it 
to be rooted in pride. So Aharon made a point of serving 
Hashem with his פנימיות aflame, but with no sign of this
fire visible on the outside. He also brings the Sfat Emet
who explains that, in addition, Aharon’s excitement at 
lighting the Menorah never wore down, not even after 
many years. It was as fresh and invigorating as the first
day he lit it.

How do we attain this level? How do we maintain 
the excitement of our Judaism at every moment? A 
suggested answer has been: Fake it till you make it. 
I would like to suggest a better solution based on the 
separate sefer that appears in our parsha - ָהָארֺן ִּבְנסַֺע  וְַיִהי
ִמָּפֶני ְמַׂשְנֶאי וְָיֻנסּו ,אְֺיֶבי ה וְָיֻפצּו קּוָמה מֶֺׁשה,  When .וַּיֺאֶמר
the Aron went in front of the Jewish People, Moshe 
called on Hashem to arise and destroy His enemies, 
and those that hate Him will flee. When we have the
Aron and Sefer Torah as the guiding light that goes out 
in front of us and keeps us in the situation and mindset 
of תמיד לנגדי ה'  then we are guaranteed to not only שויתי
succeed in all our endeavours, but more so – to instil 
our every moment with קדושה.

שלום שבת
וטליה שמואל רב
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Quote  of
the week

"No one can make 
you feel inferior 

without your 
consent."

Eleanor Roosevelt

Kiddush Is in honor of 
Michael Simons and

Michal Oppenheim's 
upcoming wedding.

The Late Minyan is wishing 
Michael, Michal 

and their families 
Mazal Tov and many 

years of happiness
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Community 
announcements

*************************
*We would like to 
welcome all the new 
faces to our minyan. 
If you are new in the 
area, please feel free 
to introduce yourself 
to either Rav Shmuel 
or Taly after shul. If 
you need a place for 
lunch, we will do our 
best to organise one 
for you.

 *************************
*For comments on 
the parsha page or 
questions for Rav 
Bloom please e-mail: 
rabbi@lateminyan.com

*************************
*If anyone would like 
to sponsor this weekly 
parsha page in memory 
of a close one or in 
honour of an up-
coming simcha, 

please contact 
Tammy Wilson at: 
chair@lateminyan.com

*************************
*If anyone would like 
to sponsor a kiddush  
in honour of an up-
coming simcha, 

  please contact
Gali Dorn at: 
events@lateminyan.com

*************************Shabbat
Shalom
from the Late Minyan

we invite you to add 
yourself to the shul 

mailing list. Visit 
www.lateminyan.com. 

Question of
 

I would like to know what the degree of knowledge of the 
Hebrew language one must have is in order to daven in Hebrew. 
I understand that one can daven if one can read Hebrew, 
but is it enough if one knows all the letters, but is unsure 
of whether they are pronouncing the words correctly and 
reads them slowly? Also, what about the case when one reads 
certain words with Ashkenazi and others with Sephardic 
pronunciation?

Tefilla in Hebrew is Halachikly valid even if you don’t
understand a word you say; according to some authorities it 
is even better (Shulchan Aruch OC 101:4; Yabia Omer 5 OC 12). 
Though, it is obviously better to understand what you are 
saying. To that degree, one should strive to learn the meaning 
of the tefilla by making use of a translation until one is fluent
in the Hebrew words and their meaning. The Mishna Brura (OC 
101:4:15) stipulates that according to the opinion that when 
davening alone (without a minyan) one should specifically
daven in Hebrew – the reason is because the השרת  do מלאכי
not understand foreign languages and therefore do not 
know what to bring in front of the הכבוד  However, when .כסא
davening in a minyan, הקב"ה Himself accepts the תפילות without 
the intervention of the השרת  understands all הקב"ה and מלאכי
languages. In addition, there is a great Kabbalistic implication 
and effect caused by davening in Hebrew and looking at and 
focusing on the Hebrew letters as one davens; that cannot 
be achieved by davening in any other language. As for the 
pronunciation, it is better to have one pronunciation and 
not to mix (Igrot Moshe OC 3, 5). Nonetheless, Hashem can 
understand your prayers either way and truly desires you to 
be praying from your heart –בעי ליבא רחמנא !

the week

Golden Menorah
Constructed by the 
Temple Institute and based 
on extensive research, 
this golden menorah is 
appropriate for use in the 
Third Temple.  Over two 
meters in height and plated 
with 43 kg (95 lbs) of gold, 
this menorah is the first
such constructed since the 
destruction of the Temple.  
This menorah is on display in 
the Jewish Quarter.


