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MESSAGE
FROM THE RAV

Dear Chevra
We hope that you had a successful
week and wish you a relaxing שבת.
Since we are approaching the
 שמיטהyear and our parshiot this
week deal extensively with the topic,
I would like to devote this week’s
parsha page to some practical
and theoretical aspects of this
special mitzvah. According to Rav
Kook in his famous work “Shabbat
Ha'aretz", what the seventh day of
the week is to the individual Jew
parallels what the seventh year
is to the entire Jewish Nation. In
essence, the Jewish farmer is only
leasing the land from  הקבהand
once every seven years we receive
a reminder of who the Boss really is.
More so, our trust and belief in הקבה
is emphasized on the greatest level
as  הקבהpromises us that, should
we keep His מצוות, He will provide
food for three years in the sixth year
– enough to last us through until the
harvest of the year after שמיטה.
In addition, the fundamental
principle of  צדקהis displayed en
masse in the  שמיטהyear. We open
our ﬁelds to the poor of our brothers
and thus combine the  קדושהof
 ארץ ישראלwith that of עם ישראל
intrinsically binding the two together.
In fact, we know that, unfortunately,
when the  שמיטהyears were not
kept, the punishment was גלות
because  – הא בהא תליהthey are
interdependent.
I would like to encourage everyone
to attend one of the many practical
 הלכהshiurim on the laws of שמיטה
that are being offered in our area
so that we be accurately informed
of the practical applications of this
crucial  מצוהthat is approaching
soon.
שבת שלום
רב שמואל וטליה

Behar Bechukotai

by rav Shmuel Bloom

24 Iyar 5767 Motzaei Shabbat: 20:07

קיצור הלכות שמיטה
Fruits which blossom during שמיטה, as well as grains
and vegetables which are harvested during  שמיטהare
holy. They may not be thrown out unless they become
inedible, nor may they be eaten by a non-Jew. Squeezing
citrus fruits into juice is permissible. Peels and pits
which are ordinarily thrown out have no kedusha and
may be thrown out.
 שמיטהfruit may not be marketed in normal fashion.
This prohibition applies to the seller, and does not
make the fruit forbidden. The buyer violates לפני עיוור
(causing someone else to sin) on two counts – the sale
itself and the giving of the money to the seller. The
later problem is due to the fact that money exchanged
for  שמיטהproducts assumes the holiness of the produce.
The money may only be used to buy food, and this
assumes the holiness of the money, making the money
chullin.
 לפני עיוורdoes not apply when the other party (the seller
in this case) acts on the basis of a rabbinic ruling
(that the land may be sold to a non-Jew and that the
produce grown on a non-Jew’s land is not holy). Even
if the buyer does not abide by these rulings he may buy
 שמיטהproduce in regular fashion. Nevertheless, it is
preferable to include the  שמיטהproduce in a larger sale
without specifying a price for the produce, or to buy
the produce by check or on credit.
One may not keep  שמיטהproduce at home beyond
the time they are no longer available in the ﬁeld. If
one keeps them beyond this time (" )"זמן ביעורthey may
no longer be eaten. Rather, one must render them
ownerless (“ )”הפקרand place them outside the home. The
owner may then reclaim them and eat them as שמיטה
fruit. Some maintain that the fruits no longer have the
holiness of  שמיטהfruit, or their restrictions. If one is
in doubt as to the time of ביעור, he must make the fruits
 הפקרeveryday until the " "זמן ביעורhas deﬁnitely passed.
There is a way to eliminate the problem of ביעור, as
well as the problem of selling  שמיטהfruit, by setting
up an Otzar Beit Din. This is a system whereby farmers
give authority to a rabbinical court to tend to their
ﬁelds. The court then appoints the farmers its agents
to gather the produce. The court sets a price and the
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customers buy on credit or by check so that the money
does not have the laws of שמיטה. The court then pays the
farmers and storekeepers for their work.
Non-Jewish Produce
There is a great controversy about fruits grown by nonJews on farms they own in Israel. While all agree that
the prohibition against vegetables planted and harvested
during  שמיטהdoes not apply, the question is whether the
produce has the holiness of שמיטה. Rav Yosef Karo held
that it does not, and therefore must be tithed. He even
excommunicated those who did not tithe. Although the
majority of authorities differ with Rav Yosef Karo, the
magnitude of his authority continues to determine the
custom of Jerusalem. In other parts of Israel the custom
is to treat the produce as  שמיטהfruit, while tithing it in
respect to Rav Yosef Karo’s decision. Some authorities
hold a compromise view. The fruit must be eaten as שמיטה
fruit, but the prohibition against marketing and the law
of  ביעורdo not apply. Tithes need not be taken.
Sale of land to non-Jews
This sale can allow Jews to work the land during שמיטה,
but only if two assumptions are made: a) that the laws of
 שמיטהare no longer Torah law but only of rabbinic nature
and b) that ownership of the land by non-Jews cancels
this rabbinic sanctity. The laws of  שמיטהwould now be
only rabbinic because the sanctity of Israel with respect
to laws of the land is only d'rabanan – either since the
destruction of the Second Temple, or even from its very
inception. Incidentally, there is a view, rejected by most
authorities, that  שמיטהis not mandatory at all these days,
since we have no yovel, the ﬁftieth Jubilee year, which
applies only when most Jews live in Israel.

Q

uestion of
the week

Which Mitzvah is so great, that one who does it, is considered
as if he [built the Beit Hamikdash and] sacriﬁced all of the
Korbanot?
If you give the “presents to the poor” from your ﬁeld in Eretz
Yisrael, you are praised as if you [built the Beit Hamikdash and]
offered all the Korbanot therein. Wow, does Hashem love the
poor. He even prefers the giving of charity, more than the
building of the Beit Hamikdash! (Ein Yaakov Brachot 3b)

by rav Shmuel Bloom

Community
announcements

*************************
We would like to
*welcome
all the new
faces to our minyan.
If you are new in the
area, please feel free
to introduce yourself
to either Rav Shmuel
or Taly after shul. If
you need a place for
lunch, we will do our
best to organise one
for you.

*************************
For comments on
*the
parsha page or
questions for Rav
Bloom please e-mail:

rabbi@lateminyan.com

*************************
If anyone would like
*to
sponsor this weekly

parsha page in memory
of a close one or in
honour of an upcoming simcha,
please contact
Tammy Wilson at:
chair@lateminyan.com

*************************
If anyone would like
*to
sponsor a kiddush
in honour of an upcoming simcha,
please contact
Gali Dorn at:

events@lateminyan.com

*************************

Shabbat
Shalom
from the Late Minyan
we invite you to add
yourself to the shul
mailing list. Visit

www.lateminyan.com.

