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MESSAGE
FROM THE RAV

Dear Chevra

Welcome to our minyan! We hope
you had a successful week and
wish you a relaxing naw.

MmN nw1o commands the nand
regarding who they can become
xnu for in a case of death.
Although it is not a pleasant topic,
it is important to analyse Judaism’s
perspective on death in light of this
week’s parsha.

Rav Kook wrote: "Death is a false
illusion; its defilement is due to its
deceptive nature. What people call
'death’ is in fact the intensification
of life. Because man wallows in
pettiness, he pictures this increase
of life in a pained, black fashion,
which he calls 'death'."

We have spoken before about
Judaism’s definition of the human:
| am a soul; | am inside a body.
Although only through the body
does the soul have the ability to
express itself; while constricted by
the body, the soul experiences a
certain limitation. In death, the soul’'s
physical limitations are removed
and it can once again soar through
the limitless heavens of the spiritual
world. On the other hand, the soul

misses the body and desires its
connection to the body in order to
actualise its potential. In fact, the
Kabala teaches that even angels
wish that they were human, just so
that they could have the ability to
fulfil the mitzvot that the soul can
perform while in the body.

In order to maintain their constant
connectionto G-d, nan> arerequired
to almost completely detach
themselves from the falsehood of
death. Moshe is commanded to tell
the kohanim: rmya xnw' X7 w91y
— not to become impure to any soul
in their nation. Rav Kook explains
that the word 'soul' in the verse
does not refer to soul of the dead
person; it refers to the soul of the
[n2. This is how the verse should
be understood: "For the sake of the
soul, the [n> shall not defile himself
among his people." For the sake
of the |n>'s soul, he must distance
and protect himself from death and
its illusions. (Orot HaKodesh I, pg.
380)

In many ways, the Torah is not
only speaking to the nan>. Am
Yisrael is referred to as a ny'mn
YiTp 'ial 00 —Akingdom of priests
and a holy nation. May we all soon
achieve the level and times where
none of us will need to suffer nxniv
— the times of o'nnn n'nn of which
NN N said:
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He will swallow up death forever,
And Hashem, G-d, will wipe tears
from on all faces, and remove the
shame of His nation from on all
the land, for Hashem has spoken.
Thus, the n91n of our nation is that
we have not yet achieved our ideal
existence, on neither a national nor
a global level.

We are coming to the end of a
commemorating a period of Jewish
history in which we experienced
a plague of death that wiped out
thousands of the greatest Torah
scholars of all time — the 24,000
students of Rabbi Akiva — because
they didn’t have respect for one
another. G-d forbid, they didn'’t
disrespect each other; but they
didn’t behave towards each other
with 112>, Obviously, the greatest
'n for their disappearance is
behaving towards each other with
T12D>. By showing respect to each
other, we will once again achieve
the unity achieved at 11'0 "0 where
we stood Tnx 1712 TR W'Nd and
thus be ready for niviaw in 18 days
from now.
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UESTION OF
HE WEEK

ARE WE ALLOWED TO EAT CHADASH (THE NEWLY GROWN CROP OF
GRAIN BEFORE PESACH) OUTSIDE OF ERETZ YISRAEL? NOWADAYS?
(KIDDUSHIN 37, MB 489)

REALLY, EVEN NOWADAYS, THE NEWLY GROWN CROP OF WHEAT MAY
NOT BE EATEN UNTIL THE SECOND DAY OF PESACH, WHEN THE OMER
OF BARLEY IS SUPPOSED TO BE BROUGHT. THIS IS THE STRICT RULING
OF MOST OF OUR POSKIM. HOWEVER, ASHKENAZIM ARE LENIENT TO
EAT THE NEW GRAIN OUTSIDE OF ERETZ YISRAEL.

QUOTE
OF THE WEEK

"“I AM NOT YOUNG ENOUGH
TO KNOW EVERYTHING”
- OSCAR WILDE
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COMMUNITY
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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*WE WOULD LIKE TO
WELCOME ALL THE NEW
FACES TO OUR MINYAN.
[F YOU ARE NEW IN THE
AREA, PLEASE FEEL FREE
TO INTRODUCE YOURSELF
TO EITHER RAV SHMUEL
OR TALY AFTER SHUL. IF
YOU NEED A PLACE FOR
LUNCH, WE WILL DO OUR
BEST TO ORGANISE ONE
FOR YOU.
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*FOR COMMENTS ON
THE PARSHA PAGE OR
QUESTIONS FOR RAV
BLOOM PLEASE E-MAIL:
RABBI@LATEMINYAN.COM
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*[F ANYONE WOULD LIKE
TO SPONSOR THIS WEEKLY
PARSHA PAGE IN MEMORY
OF A CLOSE ONE OR IN
HONOUR OF AN UP-
COMING SIMCHA,

PLEASE CONTACT

TAMMY WILSON AT:

CHAIR@LATEMINYAN.COM

B

*|F ANYONE WOULD LIKE
TO SPONSOR A KIDDUSH
IN HONOUR OF AN UP-
COMING SIMCHA,
PLEASE CONTACT
GALI DORN AT:
EVENTS@LATEMINYAN.COM
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SHABBAT
SHALOM

FROM THE LATE MINYAN

WE INVITE YOU TO ADD
YOURSELF TO THE SHUL
MAILING LIST. VISIT
WWW.LATEMINYAN.COM.




