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MESSAGE
FROM THE RAV

Dear Chevra
Welcome to our minyan. In פרשת
 משפטים,' הuses an educationally
enlightening method of introducing
 תורהto 'ה.  עם ישראלstarts off with
familiar ground – the laws of slavery.
In counseling and in making friends,
it’s always good to start with some
common ground.  עם ישראלhave just
come out of slavery – it’s the lifestyle
they are most familiar with. Therefore
they are shown that every lifestyle,
even slavery, has a place within יהדות
– within the limits and  קדושהof הלכה.
However, the ideal situation is not to
be enslaved by another nation; we
are to be the holy servants of 'ה.
Familiar with the fact that they
have to move out of a slavery
mentality, ' הintroduces them to their
new environment and the levels
of responsibility that come with it.
Firstly, the  תורהintroduces the laws
of damages – bringing the Jews a
sense of personal responsibility.
Thereafter, the  תורהexpands our
ﬁeld of laws to those of mutual
responsibility with the laws on
שומרים. Finally, the  תורהextends our
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hand out to the level of communal
responsibility with instructions to help
the helpless, widows, and orphans
and the requirement to provide
interest free loans to those in need.
Our  פרשהonly then moves into
the  בין אדם למקוםsphere with the
commandments of  שמיטהand
the חגים. It seems that ' הis most
interested that our interpersonal
relationships are functioning, and
then cares for us on the level that
our Homeland should be functioning
on a level of  קדושהand should be
providing us food that will nourish our
bodies and souls; and only then does
'“ הworry” about Himself – giving the
commandments of the שלש רגלים.
Finally, ' הpromises us a swift
passage to  ארץישראלand conquering
of our homeland.
 משהpresents this full plan to עם
ישראל, who commit themselves
to  הsaying: 'כל הדברים אשר דבר ה
נעשה. Having this commitment, משה
spends the night writing the ﬁrst part
of the ( ספר תורהaccording to רש"י
– everything from  בראשיתuntil מתן
 – תורהhe must have been a very fast
writer) and reads it to  עם ישראלthe
next morning.  עם ישראלrespond the
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famous  נעשה ונשמעto this reading
and the covenant is concluded with
the blood of the sacriﬁces that have
been offered at  הר סיניbeing thrown
in front of the people and the people
attaining an extremely high level of
 נבואהand experiencing the revelation
of הקב"ה. Now that the nation has
reached/returned to the ideal level
of humanity – living their lives under
the direct command of  משה,' הgoes
up  הר סיניfor 40 days and nights to
receive the next set of instructions
for  – עם ישראלthe building of the
 – משכןthe “how” to take  הר סיניwith
them to  ארץ ישראלand from there
bring about a תיקון עולם.
We are privileged to live in the
generation where all of the above
has started being fulﬁlled once again.
Baruch ' הwe live in a time where
helpful organizations function in ארץ
ישראל, where מצוות התלויות בארץ
are a practical reality and where we
have the ability to experience the
revelation of הקב"ה, albeit through its
“lower” level of learning  תורהand not
its ideal level of נבואה. May we merit
achieving our ideal level of existence
very soon!
שבת שלום
Rav Shmuel and Taly

054 4292 365

Acting chairperson: Tammy Wilson 054-429-2365 chair@lateminyan.com
Minyan Rav: Rav Shmuel Bloom 054-758-7089, 02-566-2580 rabbi@lateminyan.com
the Gabbaim representative: Rob Arnold 054-422-8666 rob@jerusalemtype.com
Head Kiddush & Events: Gali Dorn 02-561-9459 052-2403-423 events@lateminyan.com
Head Charity: Binny Freedman
02-566-2487 050-5287882 binnyfreedman@yahoo.com

Financial: Daniel Greenspan02-563-9499 050-598-5588
ﬁnance@lateminyan.com

Web Site: Ben Shaffer
webmaster@lateminyan.com

054-630-4986

Quote of the week
“Happy moments - praise G-d.
Difﬁcult moments - seek G-d.
Quiet moments - worship G-d.
Painful moments - trust G-d.
Every moment - thank G-d.”
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Shmirat halashoN
"I'm not speaking Lashon Hara – Its true!!"

The Chafetz Chaim lists 31 mitzvot which may be violated when a person
speaks or listens to Lashon Hara. This is a staggering number. Even
though one does not generally violate them all in one shot, it is important to
remember how carelessness can lead one into deeper trouble.
The central prohibition against unethical speech is Vayikra 19:16 - "Lo
telech rachil b'ameicha" -- do not go about as a talebearer among your
people. [FYI: Rashi's commentary on this verse is a "classic." He discusses
the origins of the word rachil (a roving merchant), and a few divergent ideas
about the Hebrew language.]
This verse in Vayikra applies equally to Rechilut and Lashon Hara. The
Chafetz Chaim gives their exact deﬁnitions later on, but for clarity we should
mention them here:
* Lashon Hara - any derogatory or damaging (physically, ﬁnancially,
socially, or stress-inducing) communication.
Rechilut
- any communication that generates animosity between
*
people.
Rechilut is often the repeating of Lashon Hara. For example, Reuven
tells Shimon that Levi is ugly (Reuven spoke L"H), and then Shimon tells
Levi what Reuven said about him. Shimon probably made Levi angry with
Reuven, which is Rechilut.
Although Rechilut seems more obviously derived from the verse, both as a
cognate (rachil/rechilut) and a concept (talebearer), the Torah is prohibiting
any type of harmful or negative speech in this commandment.
There are several other commandments that directly address "gossip":
* Dev. 24:8 - "Take heed concerning the plague of leprosy" because it is a
punishment of Lashon Hara.
Dev.
24:9 - "Remember what the L-rd your G-d did unto Miriam by the
*
way as you came forth out of Egypt." Speciﬁcally, she spoke against her
brother Moses.
* Vay. 25:17 - "You shall not wrong one another" which the Talmud (Bava
Metzia 58b) explains that this means saying anything that will insult or
anger someone.
* Dev. 19:15 - "One witness shall not rise up against a man for any
iniquity or for any sin" because, unlike in a court for monetary matters,
the testimony of a solitary witness is not binding, so that his testimony
damages the defendant's reputation without any beneﬁcial result.
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Community
announcements

*************************
We would like to
*welcome
all the new
faces to our minyan.
If you are new in the
area, please feel free
to introduce yourself
to either Rav Shmuel
or Taly after shul. If
you need a place for
lunch, we will do our
best to organise one
for you.

*************************
For comments on
*the
parsha page or
questions for Rav
Bloom please e-mail:

rabbi@lateminyan.com

*************************
If anyone would like
*to
sponsor this weekly

parsha page in memory
of a close one or in
honour of an upcoming simcha,
please contact
Tammy Wilson at:
chair@lateminyan.com

*************************
If anyone would like
*to
sponsor a kiddush
in honour of an upcoming simcha,
please contact
Gali Dorn at:

events@lateminyan.com

*************************
Mailing List Would you like to Join?
We now have two mailing lists. The ﬁrst is for general new
with regards to the Late Minyan. This will generally be of
interest to members and will include information about
events and also Mazal Tovs. The second is to receive the weekly
Parashat Hashavua sheet. This is open to all. If in doubt, then
you should subscribe to both lists. You may easily unsubscribe
at any time. http://www.lateminyan.com/mailinglist/

Shabbat
Shalom
from the Late Minyan
we invite you to add
yourself to the shul
mailing list. Visit

www.lateminyan.com.

