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MESSAGE
FROM THE RAV

Dear Chevra

In Romeo and Juliet, Shakespeare
wrote: "What's in a name? That
which we call a rose by any other
word would smell as sweet."

Our w9y, and the entire second
190 of W, is called MY —names.
This is not merely a chance naming
given by %“mr1. Nor are any of the
nwas. It is often thought that the
names of the Nrw15 are allocated
by one of the first few words
featured. But many of 5“1 often
connect the name given to a w12
or 7190 to the essential nature of the
content included within. Why is our
w9 called N and what can we
learn from it?

To make our question more
complicated, straight after the
71N begins the 790 with a list of
the names of S8 » 33, names
suddenly disappear from the text.

The ™M mentions:

“05 man pR-

referring to mwn’s father, 00y,
“n% na-

referring to mwn’s mother, 722v.
“yan nav-

who the midrash
mna.

identifies as

170 is also only called by name a
few pasukim after he is introduced
as “Pm n13” & later referred to by
different names, S8wWa and An
— two of his seven names (see the
second *”¥1 on 1N nwd for the
others). As far as 1’27 wn himself
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is concerned — he, seemingly, isn’t
given aname by his parents atall. All
he gets is a “191” — the boy. Once
again, we have to turn to the 8 m:
in &:» 790 and X:2* W which
mention seven different names of
AN ,me,v LS, aW/man) wn
7 ,MINAR 030 0W).

On the other hand, some peoples’
names are mentioned straight away.
men’s wife 7MoY, as well as his
son, ow7» are mentioned by name
as they appear. Another interesting
feature appears with the naming
of ow"x — a reason is given for the
chosen name — 723 PR3 NN 73,
| have been a stranger in a foreign
land — referring to wn’s sojourn in
13. As we know from the naming
of the 12 tribes, names were often
given to children by their parents
based on various experiences that
the parents had gone through. 51
teach us that their child’s name was
to serve as a constant reminder of
the great deeds that 7 had done
for them in the past. Seemingly,
when the reason for the name is
clear, the 7N mentions the name
immediately.

What is a name? Is Shakespeare
correct? The sages of the m%ap
teach that hidden within a person’s
name is their very essence. In
fact, 5111 teach us that parents are
given a certain level of wmpn mMA
when naming their children, to the
extent that they are given a spiritual
insight to who the 1w inside their
child is. In addition, one’s name is
deeply tied in with ones Stn — the
spiritual force connected with the
stellar constellations. This is to such
an extent, that if one is extremely
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sick, one’s name can be changed
to confuse the negative forces that
are in charge of bringing sickness
to the world. w1 (MW NPwKN1)
mentions that 7 changed Avraham
and Sarah’s names to change their
mazal to enable them to become
able to have children.

When we call a person by their
real name, we are indeed speaking
to their essence. s first words to
men are his name: nwn wn, twice!
Then 71 introduces Himself to wn
as the G-d of his the forefathers.
But men wants to know 1's NAME
in order to relate to ’im on the most
personal level. ‘11 gives wn three
of His names: p—p* ,1—71X, and
D23*MANR ’—P'l‘?N. M5 has never
heard of G-d by the name of the
Tetragrammaton (P—?), but he is
going to get to know Him very well,
very soon.

S“n teach us that one of the
reasons thatthe Jewish People were
redeemed from 0*7¥1 was because
they kept their Jewish names. On
a communal level, we would like to
make sure that we get to know each
other to the best degree possible
and that starts by making sure that
we know the names of the people
sitting next to us in our 727, |
would like to encourage everyone
to find out each other’s real Jewish
names and start/continue using
them. 11 n7pa that should continue
the process of opening more doors
between us and our 7w between us
should grow stronger and stronger
and bring our redemption.

oY naw
Rav Shmuel and Taly
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
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*|F ANYONE NEEDS A PLACE
FOR LUNCH, OR IF ANYONE
HAS A SPARE PLACE AT
THEIR TABLE, PLEASE SPEAK
TO RAV SHMUEL AND TALY
BLOOM AFTER SHUL, AND
WE WILL DO OUR BEST TO

ACCOMODATE EVERYONE.
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*FOR COMMENTS ON
THE PARSHA PAGE OR
QUESTIONS FOR RAV BLOOM
PLEASE E-MAIL:

RABBI@LATEMINYAN.COM

*[F YOU WOULD LIKE TO
SUBMIT A DVAR TORAH
TO THE PARSHA PAGE — IN
HEBREW OR ENGLISH —
PLEASE SEND IT TO RAV

BLOOM BY MONDAY.
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*[F ANYONE WOULD LIKE
TO SPONSOR THIS WEEKLY
PARSHA PAGE IN MEMORY OF
A CLOSE ONE OR IN HONOUR
OF AN UP-COMING SIMCHA,
PLEASE CONTACT TAMMY

WILSON AT: 02-5671289
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*|F ANYONE WOULD LIKE TO
SPONSOR A KIDDUSH IN
HONOUR OF AN UP-COMING
SIMCHA, PLEASE CONTACT
GALI DORN AT:
GALSHUSH1026@AIM.COM
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SHABBAT SHALOM FROM
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WE INVITE YOU TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE SHUL MAILING LIST — YOUR DETAILS WILL
APPEAR ON THE WEBSITE. VISIT WWW.LATEMINYAN.COM.



