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MESSAGE
FROM THE RAV

Dear Chevra,

Welcome to our minyan! We hope
you have a relaxing and joyous
naw.

In X% nw1o we find ourselves in
the midst of both the slavery in o7 xn
and the process of redemption. They
seem to go hand in hand. As the
redemption approaches, the slavery
in O7¥n seems to get worse and
worse. We have discussed before
that it is always at the bleakest
moment that redemption appears,
both in our personal lives and
national lives. It's always darkest
before the dawn. That dark moment
is the true test of our MR in ’.
When the redemption does come,
11 mentions five terms of redemption
that will take place: ,!nb¥m P NR¥IM
YRIAM PP 2 RoRN. It is the forth
one that | wish to discuss this week.

The Pasuk says (Shmot 6,7):
037 ovm oyh 0% oonw ’nmbw”
XY DIPON 71038 2 DAY ,u’v’vx‘v
oyn m%:o nnaR 0208”7, “And | will
take you to me as a nation, and | will
be to you as an Elokim, and you will
know that it is | Hashem your Elokim
who takes you out of the sufferings of
Egypt”. There seems to be an order
of events described in this P15. Only
once we have been taken out of the
suffering, saved from enslavement,
and redeemed through the wondrous
acts of ’1; can we then become ’s
people, His Chosen Nation. Why,
though, is the term %71 in the
present tense?

Becoming ’s Chosen Nation isn’t
an event that simply occurred once in
history. It was a reality that came into
effect to become part of the nature of
our existence and thus it is phrased
in the present tense. "1 is constantly
in the mode of taking us out of mM>20
D7¥n — what does this mean?

51205 doesn’t only mean to suffer. It
also means to tolerate. Indeed, even
in English, a synonym for tolerance
is sufferance. To tolerate someone
else’s opposing views indeed causes
a certain amount of internal strife and
struggling. Though, | do not wish to
speak about the necessity for us to
tolerate everything. On the contrary,
| think we tolerate some things far
too much. | would like to suggest a
different explanation of D3nx X*¥a7
D7¥n mMY30 Nam — who takes us
out of tolerating the Egyptians. Yes!
We had even started tolerating the
Egyptian slavery. There were Jews
in D¥n who didn’t want wn to
interfere. They had simply accepted
their fate. Especially when things
initially got worse before they were
to get better — they wanted to get rid
of iwn altogether! In fact, 9”11 teach
us that in the end, only a fifth of the
Jews left o¥n. The rest had either
gotten so used to Egyptian society
that they had integrated into it, or
had lost hope to such a degree that
they simply faded away in Egypt.

There is a saying that goes: “More
than the Jews need to be taken out
of M3, MY3 needs to be taken out
of the Jews.” Hashem’s purpose was
not merely to take the Jews out of
Egypt; it was to teach Egypt and the
Jews alesson that Hashem s the true
G-d and is in control of everything
that goes on in this world. Egypt and
the Jews were to undergo a reality
check — of how things really work in
this world. “Reality” does not dictate
the way things are meant to be; 1
does! ’im was dictating a very strong
message to the Jewish People: don’t
simply accept and get used to the
way things are. We are n’s partners
in creation! We have to make things
happen in this world and show the
initiative towards necessary change.

How can we assure our complete
redemption today? We need to get
rid of our MY mentality and start
thinking and living with a 5w

mentality. 9”111 teach us that: '3 PR
Ay &SN rwnt b i oby
1252 nMaYn — there is no difference
between this world and the days of
n'wn except for being subjugated
to foreign “governments”. Those
foreign “governments” that we are
currently subjugated to, could be our
own minds! If we start living a n7ixa
world, we will realize that it is already
here. All we need to do is change our
perspective.

This change of perspective that
needs to be initiated by us is also an
echo of another piece of the plagues
puzzle. The plagues required some
actiononthe partofiiwnoryax before
'1 allowed the miracles to take place.
The kabalistic writings refer to this as
Nalaval RNM7MRNA, awakening below,
which is a prerequisite to 8MIMRNT
x»p51, awakening above. Just as
men or 1R had to raise a staff or
lift a hand to bring about the start of
the various plagues, so too, we have
to show some initiative before ‘i1 will
openly reveal to us that we are in
that process of redemption and bring
it to its full fruition with the 5th term of
redemption —*nRam, with the full and
final return of our whole nation to our
homeland. May it happen very soon
and may we enter into a time where
NN YT PR axbm — the whole
world will be filled with a knowledge
of G-d. May we, the Jewish People,
lead the world to a full recognition
of the inherent P in everything,
bringing redemption speedily in our
days.

oo naw
Rav Shmuel and Taly

QUOTE OF

THE WEEK

"SMALL MINDS DISCUSS
PEOPLE. AVERAGE MINDS
DISCUSS EVENTS. GREAT
MINDS DISCUSS IDEAS."
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SEDER TU BISHIAT

YOU ARE INVITED TO A TU B'SHVAT “SEDER”
FOLLOWING DINNER
FRIDAY NIGHT, FEBRUARY 2,
SHABBAT PARSHAT B'SHALACH.
THE SEDER WILL BE AN INTERACTIVE SEDER,

WITH WINE AND FRUIT
AND LOTS OF DIVREI TORAH.
THIS EVENT IS LIMITED TO 15 PEOPLE.

PLEASE REGISTER BY
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31
RAV SHMUEL & TALI BLOOM:
02-566-2580 OR
RABBI@LATEMINYAN.COM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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*WE WOULD LIKE TO
WELCOME ALL THE NEW
FACES TO OUR MINYAN.

[F YOU ARE NEW IN THE
AREA, PLEASE FEEL FREE TO
INTRODUCE YOURSELF TO
EITHER RAV SHMUEL OR TALY
AFTER SHUL. [F YOU NEED A
PLACE FOR LUNCH, WE WILL
DO OUR BEST TO ORGANISE
ONE FOR YOU.
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*FOR COMMENTS ON
THE PARSHA PAGE OR
QUESTIONS FOR RAV BLOOM
PLEASE E-MAIL:

RABBI@LATEMINYAN.COM
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*[F ANYONE WOULD LIKE
TO SPONSOR THIS WEEKLY
PARSHA PAGE IN MEMORY
OF A CLOSE ONE OR IN
HONOUR OF AN UP-COMING
SIMCHA, PLEASE CONTACT
TAMMY WILSON AT:

CHAIR@LATEMINYAN.COM
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*[F ANYONE WOULD LIKE TO
SPONSOR A KIDDUSH IN
HONOUR OF AN UP-COMING
SIMCHA, PLEASE CONTACT
GALI DORN AT:
EVENTS@LATEMINYAN.COM
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