
MESSAGE
FROM THE RAV
Dear Chevra
We hope that you had a successful week and that the 
starting of פסח cleaning hasn’t been too stressful. We 
wish you a relaxing and spiritual שבת to rejuvenate.

This week we start the third book of the Torah – ספר 
 We .קרבנות which deals predominantly with – ויקרא
would like to focus on one specific element of the  קרבנות
this week – the requirement that salt be included in every 
ְמָלח, :The pasuk (2:13) says .קרבן ּתִ ַלח ּמֶ ּבַ ִמְנָחְתָך ן ָקְרּבַ  ְוָכל
ְקִריב ּתַ ְנָך ָקְרּבָ ל ּכָ ִמְנָחֶתָך, ַעל ֵמַעל ִרית ֱאֹלֶקיָך ּבְ ֶמַלח ית ּבִ ַתׁשְ  ְוֹלא
 Two questions arise: Why salt? And – what is the .ֶמַלח
covenant of salt that the פסוק is referring to? Various 
answers have been suggested to this question. 

The החינוך  .קרבן explains that salt completes the ספר
He explains that the very reason (טעם) that we bring 
 ,Hence .קרבן is to awaken the person bringing the קרבנות
he would need to offer something appealing to him. The 
same way as salt not only brings out and enhances the 
flavour in the meat, and meat can not be eaten without it;
the animal sacrifice requires salt to complete it.

The רמב"ן brings a further reason that it is מלכים  דרך
(as apposed to מלחים) to eat salt with their food. Thus, 
when we offer a קרבן to the King of kings, it is only natural 
that it includes salt.

On a more Kabbalistic level, the ארי ז"ל explains that 
the burning of the גשמי  elevates the physical aspect גוף
of the קרבן, while the בהמית  ascends. Through the נפש
elevation of the spiritual element, the physical aspect 
attains its תיקון. Furthermore, all four levels of existence 

are present at the bringing of a קרבן, and all are elevated 
in the process: at the דומם level is salt; at the צומח level 
are the meal and נסך offerings and the firewood; at the  חי
level is the animal; and at the מדבר level is the כהן who 
is offering the קרבן.

The תוספות mention that מנחם  was scrupulous to ר'
always have salt on his table, because the "מלח  "ברית
protects ישראל  who has the ability to שטן from the עם
 when the Jews wash their hands and (accuse) מקטרג
thus cannot do מצוות while having to be silent between 
washing and eating bread and thus not have the ability 
to speak words of תורה.

The מדרש mentions that after 'ה separated the upper 
and lower waters on the second day of creation, 'ה had to 
pacify the lower, salty waters by making a covenant that 
they too would have a share in the עבודה. Fresh water 
would be poured on the מזבח on סוכות, and salt would be 
offered with all the קרבנות. The רמב"ן remarks that salt 
has properties of preservative and destruction. As long 
as ישראל המזבח perform עם  properly – they are עבודת 
preserved. But if the service is neglected, it brings about 
destruction and exile. Rav Hirsch points out that just as 
salt doesn’t change, rot or degrade, so too ה’s covenant 
is immutable.

(The author would like to remind all readers that eating 
too much salt is unhealthy – unless in biltong form. 
Furthermore, no animals were harmed in the preparing 
of this parsha page.)

May we merit performing the עבודת בית המקדש speedily 
in our days!

שלום שבת
וטליה שמואל רב

5 Nisan 5767 Motzaei Shabbat: 18:30

Vayikra by rav Shmuel Bloom
LATE EDITIONMLL www.lateminyan.com

Community Meeting 
Motzei Shabbat 14th April, 8:30pm

It had been almost six months and according to our decision from the first
meeting here comes the time for elections for a chairperson. If you would like to 

stand for the role of the chairperson (until the next AGM), please inform the Acting 
chairperson:  Tammy Wilson 054-429-2365 chair@lateminyan.com (or to the Rabbi). 

You will need to be nominated by a member of the Minyan, and should yourself also 
be a member. Nominations must be in by Motzei Shabbat 7th April.

Voting on the community meeting will be for paying members only. If you would 
like to influence, please make sure you are registered by Motzei Shabbat 7th April 

Registration and payments at: 
Daniel Greenspan 02-563-9499 050-598-5588 finance@lateminyan.com

Volunteers for Sub-Committees are more than welcome
to approach the acting chairperson as well.



Vayikra by rav Shmuel Bloom
LATE EDITIONMLL www.lateminyan.com

Community 
announcements

*************************
*We would like to 
welcome all the new 
faces to our minyan. 
If you are new in the 
area, please feel free 
to introduce yourself 
to either Rav Shmuel 
or Taly after shul. If 
you need a place for 
lunch, we will do our 
best to organise one 
for you.

 *************************
*For comments on 
the parsha page or 
questions for Rav 
Bloom please e-mail: 
rabbi@lateminyan.com

*************************
*If anyone would like 
to sponsor this weekly 
parsha page in memory 
of a close one or in 
honour of an up-
coming simcha, 

please contact 
Tammy Wilson at: 
chair@lateminyan.com

*************************
*If anyone would like 
to sponsor a kiddush  
in honour of an up-
coming simcha, 

  please contact
Gali Dorn at: 
events@lateminyan.com

*************************Shabbat
Shalom
from the Late Minyan

we invite you to add 
yourself to the shul 

mailing list. Visit 
www.lateminyan.com. 

Are you here for 
Shabbat Erev Pesach?

Shabbat before Pessach,
the last thing you want to do is cook,

all you want to do
is sit with your friends and

relax after all the cleaning, right?

If there is enough interest, we will 
organize a communal

Friday night catered meal 
on Parashat Tzav - March 30th

and also
 "Bring your own Chametz"  meal at 

the park on Shabbat lunch .
If you are interested in either or both, 

and would like further details,
please send an email to 
events@lateminyan.com

Team LateMinyan


